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This guidance is available in alternative formats which include Braille, large 
print and audio tape. For further details please see our website – 
www.companieshouse.gov.uk or email our enquiries section at 
enquiries@companieshouse.gov.uk or telephone our contact centre on 
0303 1234 500 
 
 
When reading these guidance notes, you need to be aware of the following: 
 

Some (but not all) of the provisions in the Companies Act 2006 have 
come into force.  Therefore, some provisions in the Companies Act 
1985 remain relevant. We have tried as far as possible to make it 
clear throughout these notes which Act applies. If you would like to 
find out more you may wish to visit our website at 
www.companieshouse.gov.uk where you can find out which 
provisions in the respective Acts are in force. Our website also 
contains a link to the BERR (The Department for Business, 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform) website www.berr.gov.uk/bbf/co-
act-2006 where you can find further information. Some provisions in 
the new Act are subject to transitional arrangements. We will as far 
as possible explain these in this guidance and give details on our 
website. 

 
There is one final stage in the implementation of the Companies Act 
2006 scheduled for October 2009. We will update any guidance 
notes affected by those implementations at the time. You may wish 
also to keep an eye on our website where we will publish more 
information as the implementation process continues so you can 
access the most up to date information.  

 
Until October 2009, these guidance notes apply only to companies 
formed in Great Britain (England, Wales and Scotland). The separate 
system in Northern Ireland is then scheduled to merge into a single 
system for the whole of the United Kingdom. 
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This is a guide only and should be read with the relevant legislation.  
 

• Business Names Act 1985 

• Companies Act 1985 

• Companies Act 2006 

• The Companies (Trading Disclosures) Regulations 2008 - SI 
2008/495 

 
Introduction  
 
Business names are not registered under the Companies Act nor with any 
government department. However, the Business Names Act 1985 gives the 
Secretary of State certain control over the name you choose for your 
business and what you must tell others about the ownership of the business.  
 
In addition, some words and expressions are controlled by other laws and 
the use of one of these words could constitute a criminal offence. Further 
information is included in this guidance. This guidance is not a complete 
statement of the law. If you are unsure about any of the details, you should 
read the law yourself or obtain professional advice from, for example a 
solicitor. Any business names shown in this guidance are fictitious.  
 
The Business Names Act 1985 requires any person carrying on business, 
whether or not incorporated, to:  

•  obtain the Secretary of State's approval before carrying on business        
          using any of the words listed in Appendices A and B;  
 

•  ensure the use of any of the words listed in Appendix C does not      
      constitute a criminal offence; and 
 
•    make certain information available to others about the ownership of    
     the business.  
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From 1 October 2009 the Business Names Act 1985 will be replaced by the 
Companies Act 2006 but these requirements remain in force.  
 
 
Chapter 1 
Business names  
 
1. What is a 'business name'?  
 
A business name is a name used by any person, partnership or company for 
carrying on business, unless it is the same as their own name.  
 
2. What checks should I make before using a business name?  
 
It is advisable to make a number of checks to see if any other business or 
company is already using the name. You can: 
 

• check the company names index at www.companieshouse.gov.uk                  
 

•     phone our Contact Centre on 0303 1234 500 ; 
 

•   check local phone books and any relevant trade journals or 
           magazines; or 

 
• contact the trade marks registry of the UK Intellectual Property Office          

at www.ipo.gov.uk , by phone on 08459 500 505 or by e-mail at:    
enquiries@ipo.gov.uk 

 
These checks will help you avoid any future legal difficulties over the use of 
a name but you might also wish to obtain professional advice from a 
solicitor, especially if your chosen name could be confused with an existing 
trademark. 
 
3. Who does the Business Names Act apply to?  
  
The Act applies to:  
 

• an individual who trades under a name which is not his or her 
surname. It makes no difference whether the individual's first names 
or initials are added. So the Act would apply to Mr JQZ Singh if he 
traded as 'Singh Antiques' but not if he traded as 'Singh' or 'JQZ 
Singh'.  

• a partnership which uses a specific business name and does not 
trade under the names of all the partners; and 

• a company or Limited Liability Partnership, which trades under a 
name which is not its corporate name, for example, 'J Smith Limited' 
trading as 'Fish Antiques'.     
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4.  Are there any controls or restrictions over the use of business 
names? 
 
Yes. Names that include words or expressions that are prescribed by 
regulation require the approval of the Secretary of State before they can be 
used. There are also other terms whose use in a name may, in some 
circumstances, constitute a criminal offence. See the next few questions for 
more details.   
 
Please note that a business using the words ‘bank’, ‘banker’, ‘banking’ or 
‘deposit’ will require authorisation from the Financial Services Authority 
(FSA) if it is engaged in banking activities and accepting deposits. Further 
information can be found on the FSA website at www.fsa.gov.uk. If you are 
uncertain about the use of one of these words or the intended business 
activities contact the FSA or seek independent professional advice.  
 
5. Which names need approval?  
 
Names that that give the impression that a business is connected with Her 
Majesty’s Government, the Scottish or Welsh administrations, or a local 
authority must be approved by the Secretary of State and may require 
support from the appropriate government department or relevant body.   
 
The Secretary of State is also required to approve the use of a name which 
could mislead the public into believing that a business has a size or status 
that is not justified.  
 
If you intend to use any of the sensitive words listed in Appendices A and B 
you will need to provide supporting information which will allow the 
Secretary of State to approve the name. The words and expressions 
included in Appendix C are subject to different legislation and any 
inappropriate use of such words in a business name could be a criminal 
offence. Further information about specific sensitive words is set out in 
questions 6 and 7 below.  
 
A list of sensitive words can also be found on our website at 
www.companieshouse.gov.uk. If you are uncertain about the use of a 
specific word in a business name you can also contact us on 0303 1234 
500.  
 
From 1 October 2008 the Companies Act 2006 introduces new provisions 
allowing any person or company to object to a company name if the 
registration was “opportunistic” because it : 
 

• is the same as a name associated with the complainant in which he                     
has goodwill; or 

•    is so similar that its use in the United Kingdom would likely to mislead  
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by suggesting a connection between the company and the 
complainant. 

 
 Please note: Companies House cannot deal with any complaints about 

opportunistic registration. Objections and enquiries should be directed to 
“The Company Names Tribunal” (also known as “the Adjudicator”) which the 
UK Intellectual Property Office operates and administers. Further 
information is available at www.ipo.gov.uk/cna.  

 
6. What types of words and expressions are sensitive?  
 
The following words (see appendices A and B) imply national or 
international pre-eminence: 
 

British - You will need to show that the business is pre- 
    eminent in its field by providing supporting evidence from an 

independent source such as a Government Department, trade 
association or other representative body. Pre-eminence is reduced if the 
overall name does not describe a product. However, you would still have 
to show that your business is substantial in its field of activity even if this 
was not described in the business name.  

 
• England, English, Scotland, Scottish, Wales, Welsh, Ireland,                           

Irish - if one of these words appears anywhere in the name other than  
at the end of the name, the requirements are similar to those for 'British'.       
The use of one of these words as the last word in a name would 
normally be acceptable provided you can demonstrate that the business 
has its main place of business in the country concerned. 
If you want to use one of these words because it is a surname, you will  
usually be given approval if the business name includes forenames or  
initials. 

 
• National -  the requirements for using this word are the same as those 

set out for "British"; 
 
• Great Britain or United Kingdom - if you wish to use either of these 

expressions at the start of a name or if you intend to use 'of Great                        
Britain' or 'of the United Kingdom' at the end of the name, then the 
requirements are similar to those described for ‘British’.  It is normally 
acceptable to use Great Britain or United Kingdom at the end of a name.  
Using the initials 'GB' or 'UK' in your company name does not normally 
require approval.  

 
• European - names which include this word will not be approved if they 

unjustifiably imply a connection with official bodies of the European 
Union. If there is a connection you will need to provide written evidence 
of support from the body concerned.  

 
• International - if you wish to use this word as the first word in a name, 

you will need to show that the major part of the business’s activities is in 
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trading overseas. If you wish to use the word anywhere else in the name 
we will usually approve it if you can show that the company operates in 
two or more overseas countries.  

 
• Association, federation or society - if you wish to use one of these 

words, your constitution should state that each member should have 
one vote and normally any profits should be used to further the objects 
of the business rather than be paid out to the members as dividends. 

      
• Group -  this word can only be used in a business name if there are  

several businesses under the same common ownership. However, if the 
name clearly shows that the company is to promote the interests of a 
group of individuals, for example, groups involved in community 
activities, the name will normally be approved.  
 

• Assurance, Assurer, Insurance, Insurer, Re-Assurance, Re- 
Assurer, Re-Insurance or Re-Insurer - if the name is needed for an 
underwriting business, Companies House will normally seek further 
advice. However, if you want to use the name for a business that will 
only provide insurance services, you should include the appropriate 
qualification, for insurance services, you should include the appropriate 
qualification, for example 'agents', 'consultants' or 'services', in the 
name. 

 
• Institute or Institution - we normally only  approve these words for  

those organisations which are carrying out research at the highest level 
or to professional bodies of the highest standing. You will need to show 
us that there is a need for the proposed institute and that it has 
appropriate regulations or examination standards. You will need 
evidence of support from other representative and independent bodies.  

 
• Benevolent, Foundation or Fund -  we will not approve names that  

include any of these words if they unjustifiably give the impression that 
the company has charitable status. If the company is limited by 
guarantee and has a non-profit distribution clause in the memorandum 
of association, we will normally approve the name.  
 

• charity or charitable- to use these words the company must provide a 
letter of non-objection from the Charity Commission. If you do not intend 
to operate as a charity and want to include this word in the business 
name you will need to provide the Charity Commission with an 
explanation of why the word is required.  Please visit the Charity 
Commission website at www.charity-commission.gov.uk  

 
• government - approval for use of this word will be granted only if  

Companies House is satisfied that there is no official connection with 
Her Majesty’s Government (HMG), part of the Scottish or Welsh 
administration, or any local authority.  
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• HSC (Health and Social Care) or HPSS (Health and Personal Social            
Services) - Companies House may consult DHSSPS (Department of 
Health, Social Services and Public Safety) when considering the 
approval of names containing this word as it could foster a misleading 
impression among patients, service users and wider public that the 
business enjoys an approved status in connection with the Health and 
Social Care or Personal Social Services. 

 
7. What happens if there is a change of ownership?  
 
When a business with a name that includes a prescribed word changes 
hands, the new owner must, within 12 months, still seek approval to use the 
name. This applies whether the name was registered under the Business 
Names act 1985, the Registration of Business Names Act 1916, or 
approved under the Companies Act 1981.  
 
8. How do I apply for approval to use a name?  
 
If you wish to use a name that includes a word or expression listed in 
Appendices A or B you will need to obtain the written consent and support of 
the appropriate government department or relevant body. You should send 
this information with your application to:  
 
For businesses operating in     
England and Wales: 

For businesses operating in 
Scotland: 

The Secretary of State 
New Companies 
Companies House 
Crown Way 
Cardiff CF14 3UZ 
 
DX3350 Cardiff 1 

The Secretary of State 
New Companies 
Companies House 
4th Floor 
Edinburgh Quay 2 
139 Fountainbridge 
Edinburgh EH3 9FF 
 
DX ED235 Edinburgh 1 
or 
LP – 4 Edinburgh 2 

 
All telephone enquiries 0303 1234 500                             
 
Approval will only be given if the information you supply shows that the 
business meets the relevant conditions at the time of your application or 
shortly afterwards. Approval by the Secretary of State to use a name is 
confined to the use of certain words or expressions. Such approval does not 
extend to a company's aims and objectives.  
 
If you wish to use any of the words and expressions listed in Appendix C  in 
a business name, you should write to the appropriate body and consult a 
solicitor. The Secretary of State has no power to approve or reject such 
names which are not covered by the Business Names Act 1985. 
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 Please note any inappropriate use of any word in Appendix C could 
constitute a criminal offence.  
 
 
Chapter 2 
Disclosure rules  
 
1. Do the disclosure rules apply to all businesses?  
 
If the Business Names Act 1985 applies to you (see chapter 1, question 3) 
then you must comply with all the disclosure rules. For example, if Mr W 
Jones trades as 'W Jones Bakery', then the disclosure rules of the Business 
Names Act apply. Disclosure rules also apply to incorporated companies 
that trade under a different name, for example, ABC Foods Limited trading 
as ABC Foods.  
 
Incorporated companies must also comply with the disclosure rules of the 
Companies Act 1985. These include the way a name must be displayed on 
correspondence, documents, place of inspection and websites. The 
Companies (Trading disclosures) Regulations 2008 (Statutory Instrument 
2008/495) introduces further changes from 1 October 2008. These rules are 
fully explained in our 'Company Formation' guidance at 
www.companieshouse.gov.uk.  
 
2. What information must be disclosed about a business?  
 
You will need to disclose:  
 

•    the corporate name (if the company uses a different trading name); or  

•    the name of each partner; or  

•    the individual person's name; and  

•    in relation to each person named, an address at which documents can    
         be served.  
 
3. Where must this information be shown?  
 
You will need to show the information clearly:  
 

• in any  place where you carry on your business and where you         
deal with customers or suppliers;  

•   on business correspondence ;  
•   on websites; 
•   on written orders for the supply of goods or services;  
•   on invoices and receipts;  
•   on written demands for the payment of business debts.  
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Some examples of ways in which you can show the information on your 
stationery are shown in Appendix D. As long as the details are 'clearly 
legible' they can be handwritten or printed.  
 
4. Must the name be displayed in a particular way?  
 
As long as it can be easily seen and read, it does not matter how you show 
the information. In large premises, you may need to think carefully about the 
size of the notice and where you display it to make sure that all your 
customers and suppliers will see it. You can put up more than one notice if 
you wish. An example of a notice is given in Appendix E. 
 
5. Must the information be given to anyone else?  
 
If requested, you must disclose any business names and addresses 
immediately and, in writing, to anyone with whom you are doing business. 
 
6. What if there are several partners - must all the names be disclosed?  
 
If the business has more than 20 partners, you are not required to show all 
the partners' names on your business documents. However, you must show 
the address of the principal place of business and say that a full list of the 
partners' names and addresses can be inspected there.  
 
7. What happens if I do not comply with the requirements?  
 
 It is a criminal offence if you: 
 

•    use a business name that requires prior approval and you have not    
     obtained that approval; 
 
• do not disclose business information required under the  Business 

Names Act and if appropriate, the changes implemented on 1 October 
2008 (see question 1)     

 
Please note, if you do not make your business details available, or you do 
not display them, you may not be able to enforce a contract that you have 
entered into.  
 
 
Chapter 3 
Further information  
 
1. Where can I go for help?  
If you require further information about business names or disclosure 
requirements, please visit our website www.companieshouse.gov.uk or 
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contact us on 0303 1234 500. You could also consult an accountant or 
solicitor.  
 
2. Where can I find forms and guidance information?  
 
If you are a business and are considering the possibility of forming a limited 
company please see our ‘Company Formation’ guidance at 
www.companieshouse.gov.uk.  Alternatively, you can contact us by phone 
on 0303 1234 500.  It is also advisable to seek advice from an accountant or 
solicitor.   
 
Forms can be downloaded free of charge, from our website and can also be  
obtained from company law stationers, accountants, solicitors and company 
formation agents - addresses can be found in business directories. 
 
3. How do I send information to the Registrar?  
 
You will only need to file statutory information to Companies House if you 
are a private or public company or a Limited Liability Partnership (LLP) that 
uses a business name. If you are a business and need to obtain approval 
for the use of a specific name or if you have a general enquiry please write 
to: 
 

For businesses operating in     
England and Wales:                           

For businesses 
operating in Scotland: 

The Secretary of State                           The Secretary of State 
New Companies                                     New Companies                   
Companies House                                  Companies House                
Crown Way 
Cardiff  
CF14 3UZ  
 
DX3350 Cardiff 1                                    

4th Floor 
Edinburgh Quay 2 
139 Fountainbridge 
Edinburgh  
EH3 9FF 
 

                                               DX ED235 Edinburgh 1 
or 
LP-4 Edinburgh 1 

 
 
Our telephone number for all enquiries is 0303 1234 500.   
 
 Documents and correspondence can be delivered to our Cardiff, London 
(see addresses at the end of this guidance) and Edinburgh offices at any 
time including outside office hours, bank holidays and weekends. Out of 
hours receipts can only be obtained from our Cardiff office. Please note, 
Companies House does not accept forms or documents sent via fax. 
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APPENDIX A  
 
You will need the approval of the Secretary of State for Business, Enterprise 
& Regulatory Reform before you can use any of the words or expressions 
(or their plural or possessive forms) set out in (a), (b) and (c) in a business 
name.  Further information on some of these words is included in question 
6.    
 
(a) Words which imply national or international pre-eminence: 
 

British Great Britain National Wales 

England                International Scotland Welsh 

English Ireland Scottish  

European Irish United Kingdom  
  
(b) Words which imply business pre-eminence or representative status:  
 

Association Board Federation Institution 

Authority Council Institute Society 

Government HSC (Health and 
Social Care) 

HPSS (Health and 
Personal Social 
Services) 

Institution 

 
(c) Words which imply specific objects or functions:  
 

Assurance Friendly society Post office Trade union 

Assurer Fund Reassurance Trust 

Benevolent Group Re-assurer  

Charter Holding Register  

Chartered Industrial & 
Provident Society Registered  

Chemist Insurance Re-insurance  

Chemistry Insurer Re-insurer  

Co-operative  Patent Sheffield  

Foundation Patentee Stock Exchange  
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APPENDIX B  
 
The following list of words and expressions also require the approval of the 
Secretary of State. If you want to use any of them in your business name 
you will need to write to the relevant body to obtain their written consent and 
support to use the name. A copy of the supporting letter should be sent with 
your letter seeking approval to use the name. 
 
Word or 
Expression 

Relevant Body for  
companies intending 
to have registered 
office in England or Wales 

Relevant Body for 
companies 
intending  
to have registered 
office in Scotland 

Charity, 
Charitable 

Head of Status 
Charity Commission  
Woodfield House  
Tangier 
Taunton TA1 4BL 

For recognition as a 
Scottish charity 
HM Revenue & 
Customs (HMRC) 
FICO (Scotland) 
Trinity Park House 
South Trinity Road 
Edinburgh 
EH5 3SD 

Contact Lens  The Registrar  
General Optical Council  
41 Harley Street  
London W1N 2DJ 

As for England and 
Wales 

Dental, 
Dentistry  

The Registrar  
General Dental Council  
37 Wimpole Street  
London W1M 8DQ 

As for England and 
Wales 

District Nurse,  
Health Visitor, 
Midwife, 
Midwifery, 
Nurse, Nursing 

The Registrar &  
Chief Executive  
United Kingdom Central  
Council for Nursing,  
Midwifery and Health Visiting  
23 Portland Place  
London W1N 3AF  

As for England and 
Wales 

Health Centre  Mike Pattrick 
SOL COMMERCIAL 
Office of The Solicitor 
Department of Health 
Room 518 
New Court 
48 Carey Street  
London WC2A 2LS 
 

As for England and 
Wales 
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NHS (National 
Health Service)  

Mike Pattrick 
SOL COMMERCIAL 
Office of the Solicitor 
Dept of Health,  
Room 518, 
New Court  
48,Carey Street 
London WC2A 2LS 
Tel 0207 412 1225 
Email:Mike.Pattrick@dwp.gsi.gov.uk

As for England, 
Wales and Scotland 

Health Service Ian Williams 
Head of Brand Management  
Department of Health 
Skipton House  
80 London Road  
London 
SE1 6LH 

As for England and 
Wales 

Police Pauline Laybourne  
Briefing and Honours Team  
CRCSG Change and Support Unit 
3rd Floor A  
Fry Building  
2 Marsham Street  
London SW1P 4DF 

The Scottish 
Ministers 
Police Division  
St Andrews House 
Regent Road 
Edinburgh  
EH1 3DG 

Polytechnic  Department of Education  
and Science  
FHE 1B  
Sanctuary Buildings 
Great Smith Street 
Westminster 
London SW1P 3BT 

As for England and 
Wales 

Pregnancy,  
Termination,  
Abortion 

Department of Health 
Area 423  
Wellington House  
133-135 Waterloo Road  
London SE1 8UG 

As for England and  
Wales 
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Royal, Royale, 
Royalty, King, 
Queen, Prince, 
Princess, 
Windsor, Duke, 
His/Her Majesty 

(If based in England) 

Linda Henshaw 
Ministry of Justice 
Constitutional Settlement Division 
change of address wef 20/10/2008 
7C-018 (Post Point 7.42) 
102 Petty France 
London 
SW1H 9AJ 
(If based in Wales) 

The National Assembly for Wales 

Crown Buildings 

Cathays Park  

Cardiff CF10 3NQ  

Douglas Boyd 

Protocol Unit 

St Andrew's House 

Regent Road 

Edinburgh  

EH1 3DG  

Special School Clinton Roche 
Department for Education and Skills
Caxton House 
6-12 Tothill Street 
London 
SWlH 9NA 
Tel: 0870 0012345 

As for England and 
Wales 

University  Privy Council Office  
2 Carlton Gardens 
 London SW1Y 5AA 

As for England and 
Wales 
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APPENDIX C  
Certain words and expressions are covered by other legislation and their 
use might constitute a criminal offence. Some of these are listed below, but 
this list is not exhaustive and if you have any doubts you should seek further 
advice. If you want to use any of these words or expressions in your 
business name you may wish to consult a solicitor and write to the 
appropriate body to seek their advice on whether using a name would 
constitute a criminal offence.  
 
Word Or Expression Relevant Legislation Relevant Body 

Architect Section 20 Architects 
Registration Act 1997  

The Registrar 
Architects Registration 
Board 
Regulation Department 
8 Weymouth Street 
London 
WlW 5BU 
 

Credit Union Credit Union Act 1979  The Public Records 
Section 
Financial Services 
Authority 
25 The North 
Colonnade 
Canary Wharf 
London  
E14 5HS 

Veterinary Surgeon, 
Veterinary, Vet  

Sections 19/20  
Veterinary Surgeons Act 
1966  

The Registrar 
Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons 
62-64 Horseferry Rd 
London  
SW1P 2AF 

Solicitor (Scotland)  S.31, Solicitors  (Scotland) 
Act 1980  

The Law Society of 
Scotland  
26 Drumsheugh 
Gardens  
Edinburgh  
EH3 7YR  

Dentist,  
Dental Surgeon, 
Dental Practitioner,  

Dental Act 1984  The Registrar 
General Dental Council 
37 Wimpole Street 
London  
W1M 8DQ 

Druggist, 
Pharmaceutical, 

Section 78 
Medicines Act 1968  

The Director of Legal 
Services  
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Pharmaceutist, 
Pharmacist, 
Pharmacy 

The Royal 
Pharmaceutical 
Society of Great Britain 
1 Lambeth High Street 
London  
SE1 7JN 
(for Scottish Registered 
Companies)The 
Pharmaceutical 
Society 
36 York Place 
Edinburgh 
EH13HU  

Olympiad, 

Olympiads, 

Olympian, 

Olympians, 

Olympic, 

Olympics, 
Paralympic, 
Paralympics, 
Paralympiad, 
Paralympiads, 
Paralympian, 
Paralympians,  
translation of these or 
words so similar to 
these protected 
words  

Olympic Symbol etc. 
(Protection) Act 1995* Use 
of such words may infringe 
the rights of the British 
Olympic Association/British 
Paralympic Association. 

*Also protects the Olympic 
symbols of five interlocking 
rings; the Olympic motto 
"Citius Altius Fortius" 
(“Faster, Higher, 
Stronger”); the Paralympic 
symbol of three “agitos”; 
the Paralympic motto 
“Spirit in Motion”; and 
anything so similar to 
them.  
Following London’s 
successful bid to host the 
2012 Olympic Games and 
Paralympic Games, the 
London Olympic Games 
and Paralympic Games 
Act 2006 has been 
introduced. This provides 
further rights for the 
protection of Olympic 
words, symbols and marks 
relating to the Games. In 
addition to the protected 
words outlined in this 
booklet, the registration of 
a company name which 
includes specific words 
implying association with 

The London Organising 
Committee of the 
Olympic Games Limited 
(LOCOG)  

23 rd Floor  

1 Churchill Place 
Canary Wharf  

London 

E14 5LN  
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the London 2012 Games 
may infringe the rights of 
The London Organising 
Committee of the Olympic 
Games Limited (LOCOG) 
under this Act. For further 
information, please visit: 
www.london2012 
.com/brandprotection  

Optician, Ophthalmic 
Optician,  
Dispensing Optician, 
Enrolled Optician, 
Registered Optician, 
Optometrist 

Opticians Act 1989 The Registrar 
General Optical Council 
41 Harley Street 
London  
W1N 2DJ 

Red Cross, 
Geneva Cross, 
Red Crescent, 
Red Lion and Sun  

Geneva Convention Act 
1957  

Seek advice of 
Companies House 

Anzac Section 1 Anzac Act 1916 Seek advice of 
Companies House  

Chiropodist, Dietician,  
Medical Laboratory, 
Technician, 
Occupational 
Therapist, 
Orthoptist, 
Physiotherapist, 
Radiographer, 
Remedial Gymnast 

Professions 
Supplementary to 
Medicine Act 1960  
if preceded by  
Registered, State or 
Registered 

Mrs Joan Arnott 
Department of Health 
HRD HRB 
Rm 2N35A 
Quarry House 
Quarry Hill 
Leeds LS2 7JE 

Chiropractor Chiropractors Act 1994 The Chief Executive 
General Chiropractic 
Council  
44 Wicklow Street, 
London WC1X 9HL 

Institute of 
Laryngology,  
Institute of Otology, 
Institute of Urology,  
Institute of 
Orthopaedics 

University College  
London Act 1988  

Seek advice of 
University College 
London 
Gower Street 
London 
WC1E 6BT 

Patent Office, 
Patent Agent  

Copyright, Designs  
and Patents Act 
1988  

IPPD (Intellectual 
Property Policy 
Directorate) 
Room 3B38,  
Concept House 
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UK Intellectual Property 
Office, Cardiff Road, 
Newport  
NP10 8QQ 

Building Society Building Society  
Act 1986  

Seek advice of 
Building Societies 
Commission 
Victoria House 
30-40 Kingsway 
London  
WC2B 6ES 

Chamber(s) of 
Business, 
Chamber(s) of 
Commerce, 
Chamber(s) of 
Commerce and 
Industry, 
Chamber(s) of 
Commerce, Training 
and Enterprise, 
Chamber(s) of 
Enterprise, 
Chamber(s) of 
Industry  
Chamber(s) of Trade, 
Chamber(s) of Trade 
and Industry, 
Chamber(s) of 
Training, 
Chamber(s) of 
Training and 
Enterprise 
or the Welsh 
translations of 
these words  

Company and Business 
Names (Chamber of 
Commerce etc.) Act 1999 

Guidance is available 
from Companies House 

The Victoria 
University of 
Manchester,  
University of 
Manchester Institute 
of Science and 
Technology,  
UMIST,  
Manchester 
University, 
 

Prohibited to anyone but 
the University of 
Manchester by "University 
of Manchester Act 2004".  
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University of Wales 
College of Medicine,  
Welsh National 
School of Medicine.  

Prohibited to anyone but 
the University of Wales by 
"University of Wales, 
Cardiff Act 2004"  
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APPENDIX D  
 
Although there are no rules about how you should show the necessary 
information on your business stationery, you may find the following 
examples helpful:  
 
1. A business owned by an individual person:  
 
W.JONES BAKERY  
 
(prop: W. Jones)  
12 High Street  
Barchester  
Barset  
BA1 2YZ  
 
2. A business owned by a partnership:  
 
JONES AND BROWN (CAR REPAIRS)  
(partners: P. Jones and A. Brown)  
34 Lower Street  
Barchester  
Barset 
BA2 3WX  
 
3. A business owned by a company:  
 
ABC FOODS 
Unit 2 
New Trading Estate 
Barchester 
Barset 
BA3 4ST  
At the bottom of the letterhead (these details are required under both the 
Business Names Act 1985 and the Companies Acts):  
 
ABC FOODS (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD registered in England and Wales 
Registration number: 1234567 
Registered Office: 5 Middle Street Barchester Barset BA4 5QR  
 
REMEMBER: this notice must be displayed in a prominent position so that it 
can be read easily in all the places where you carry on your business and 
where you deal with customers or suppliers.  
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APPENDIX E  
There are no rules governing the way you display your business name with 
the owner's name and address. However, the following example may help 
you. 

PARTICULARS OF OWNERSHIP  
OF  

W. JONES BAKERY  
(as required by section 4 of the  

Business Names Act 1985)  
 

William Jones  
12 High Street  

Barchester  
Barset 

BA1 2YZ 
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How to contact us 

 
Contact Centre: 0303 123 4500* 

Mini-com: 029 2038 1245 
enquiries@companieshouse.gov.uk 

www.companieshouse.gov.uk 
 

*For training and quality purposes 
your call may be monitored 

 
Cardiff: 

Companies House 
Crown Way, Cardiff CF14 3UZ 

Fax: 029 2038 0900 
 

Edinburgh: 
Companies House 

4th Floor 
Edinburgh Quay 2 

139 Fountainbridge 
Edinburgh EH3 9FF 
Fax: 0131 535 5820 

 
London: 

Companies House 
21 Bloomsbury Street, London WC1B 3XD 

Fax: 029 2038 0900 
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