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XBRL Taxonomy guidance and usage information

This guide provides information for software developers looking to create systems that can submit audit exempt accounts in XBRL to Companies House.  The data in these submissions is required to be formatted in compliance with the XBRL taxonomies described below.   Initially, Companies House will accept submissions covering three account types:

· Audit Exempt

· Audit Exempt (abbreviated)

· Dormant

All three types are covered by the same taxonomy set.

Taxonomies

Companies House has published a taxonomy for audit exempt accounts.  This taxonomy extends the XBRL taxonomy for UK GAAP, developed and published by XBRL UK.  The relationship between the audit exempt taxonomy (uk-gaap-ae) and the main UK GAAP taxonomy is outlined in the diagram below.  The main UK GAAP taxonomy is broken into three parts: commercial and industrial (uk-gaap-ci), primary terms  (uk-gaap-pt) and global common document (uk-gcd).  The commercial and industrial part of the taxonomy is not used for audit exempt accounts filed to Companies House.

The majority of items used for audit exempt accounts are defined in the UK GAAP primary terms taxonomy.  A small number of items relevant only to audit exempt filing are defined in the uk-gaap-ae taxonomy.  The complete set of items relevant to audit exempt filing are described by the uk-gaap-ae presentation linkbase.

The taxonomy is made up of the following components:

Taxonomy Schema Documents

These are XML Schemas that define the items in the taxonomy.  A taxonomy schema document specifies: an XML element name for each item, a data-type, and whether the item relates to an instant or a period.  

The taxonomies contain a number of “abstract” items.  These items are used to provide structure to the accompanying linkbases, and cannot be used to report data against.

Label linkbases

Label linkbases provide descriptive labels for each item in the taxonomy.  The labels are shown in the accompanying reference documentation.

Presentation linkbase

The audit exempt presentation linkbase describes how the items in the taxonomy fit together to form a return. Abstract items are used to provide headings for sections.

Reference linkbases

Reference linkbases provide links to relevant pieces of regulation for a given item.  The UK GAAP project is currently undergoing a reference review project to add content to the reference linkbase.

Calculation linkbase

The audit exempt calculation linkbase provides a set of calculation relationships between items in the taxonomy.  XBRL instance documents will only be accepted by Companies House if the items in the instance document are valid according to the calculations described in this linkbase.

Definition linkbase

The definition linkbase is used to describe mandatory elements through the use of requires-element links.

For detailed information on the contents of the files that make up the taxonomy, please refer to the XBRL v2.1 specification, available from http://www.xbrl.org.

Instance documents

Information reported in an XBRL instance document is included as data items which conform to a concept defined in an XBRL taxonomy.  Each data item is associated with a context definition, providing additional information about the item, including the period or instant to which it relates.  Numeric data items are also associated with a unit definition, specifying the units in which the item is reported.

XBRL instance documents have <xbrl> as their root element, taken from the xbrl-instance namespace (http://www.xbrl.org/2003/instance). Data items in the document are drawn from one or more taxonomies and are represented by elements taken from the taxonomy's namespace. 

Instance documents submitted to Companies House will contain items from the uk-gaap-ae, uk-gaap-pt, and uk-gcd taxonomies.  However, only items listed in the uk-gaap-ae presentation linkbase (and the accompanying reference documentation) should be included.  It is not necessary to include all items in the taxonomy in an instance document.

An instance document should include data for two years: the year for which the accounts are drawn up, and the preceding year.  Therefore, the instance should include six contexts: one for the duration of each year, and one each for the beginning and end of each year.  This is shown in the sample instance documents included with the taxonomy.

A company’s first report should cover only one year and so therefore should contain only three contexts.

For more information on the structure of an XBRL instance document, please see the XBRL v2.1 specification, available from http://www.xbrl.org.

Referencing the taxonomy

Instance documents will need to reference the audit exempt taxonomy by including a “schemaRef” element.  The taxonomy will be published at the following location:

http://www.companieshouse.gov.uk/ef/xbrl/gaap/ae/2005-06-01/uk-gaap-ae-2005-06-01.xsd

Instance documents will draw on items from three taxonomies: uk-gaap-ae, uk-gaap-pt, and uk-gcd.  Items will need to be in the correct namespace for the taxonomy from which they are drawn.  The namespaces are as follows:

	Taxonomy
	Namespace

	uk-gaap-ae
	http://www.companieshouse.gov.uk/ef/xbrl/gaap/ae/2005-06-01

	uk-gaap-pt
	http://www.xbrl.org/uk/fr/gaap/pt/2004-12-01

	uk-gcd
	http://www.xbrl.org/uk/fr/gcd/2004-12-01


XBRL version

The taxonomy and instance documents conform to v2.1 of the XBRL Specification and are compliant with all errata to the specification released up to 14th November 2004.

Validation

Upon receipt by Companies House, XBRL instance documents with be undergo the following validity tests:

· XBRL v2.1 specification conformance

· Companies House taxonomy compliance. The document is tested for conformance with the  audit exempt taxonomy.  This includes ensuring that calculations specified within the taxonomy hold true for the submitted document.

· Companies House validation rules.  These are additional validation rules used to ensure that the instance document constitutes a valid submission.  In particular, all instance documents must contain the ae:CompaniesHouseRegisteredNumber element and either the ae:CompanyDormant element, or the ae:CompanyNotDormant element.  Further mandatory elements are enforced by requires-element links in the definition linkbase.

Instance documents that do not pass all three stages will be rejected.
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